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A Perſwafive to 
COMM UNION 
With the 
CHURCH of ENG LAND. 


unſertle the Weak, nor tempt the Proud and 
Licentious to 4, profeſſed neglet of all Reli- 

, than the. many cauſleſs Diviſions which 

a TREL ea happen inthe Church. And he is no live- 
ly Member of that Myſtical, Body of Chriſt, thatis not 
nſbly affe&ted with the Fatal DEE of - theſe 
things ; and does not endeayor.,, what he Lawfully 
may , to,do ſomething towards.the healing of .thote 
Wounds which, have been made by the-extreme Scrupt» 
loſity of ſome ; and are ſtill kept "Bleeding by the Sub- 
tilty and cunning Artifice of others.. For it 1s manifelt 
enough, and cannot now be denied., that the Papiſts 
by always. attempted to ,pull down the Church of 
England by {2 omprpt tant hands ; and. have made 
a -of the faqility of our Brethren to bring 
about their, own Deſigns, Rh e eminent Danger 


Tz is nothing that does more ſcandalize and 


we 


_— 


(2) 
we have been brought into, would prevail with them at 
laſt to forbear to Batter and Undermine us , as they 
have done ; when they cannot but ſee that the Com- 
mon Enemy is waiting all Opportunities, and ſtands 
ready to enter at thoſe Breaches which they are making, 
They might condemn the raſhneſs of their own Coun- 
ſels, and lament it, it may be, when it would be too 
late, if they ſhould ſee Popery erected upon the ruins 
of that Chuxchwhich they themſeltes hag overthrown: 
We know how reſtleſs and induſtfious the Romzſh Fa-' 
tion has always been ; and the only viſible Security 
we have againſt the prevailing of it, lies in the firm 
7nion of the whole Proteſtant Profeſſion ; and there is 
nothing wherein there is the leaſt probability that we 
can \ever be all 7zited, unleſs it be the Church of” Zng- 
Lind as it ſtands by Law eſtabliſhed, agreeable to the 
Rules of the Holy Goſpel, conſonant to the DoCtrine 


and Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians ; and not only. 
Atlowed but” highly Honored-by*All' the *Refored* 


are not yet; and, it 'may' be, never will be<perfeQly. 
7 Di ple and, 


is; and- inſtead of pu an''end, to our Diviſions, 
would -moft certainly incre: - Therefore'rHiouph, 
they have all fil 1mpyſtt'Fhett Teverat Folms , with. 


the greateſt' Rigor,  whErtYet they have 14d the Power. p 


or 


(3) 
Arbytthe Hopes of.ivin their hands; 'yet that all Sorts 
af-Diiſenters! may be drawn into/theConfetteracy 'for 
ithe-pteſtar, /welhear» now of nothing fo:much ras>#he 
Miſchiefof Impaſetions , and the Natural Right, and 
great . Advantages of  Zoleration.' 'Which is the very 
thing which'the Romiſh Emillaries have always aimed 
ati; andſeems tobeione of the1ubtileſt parts of|the Po- 
Aefþ Plet : Ns -mightbe made out' by divers undeniable 
Arguments; and appears ſufficiently: from many of the 
1.exters, 'Tryals, and 'Narrativesithat have been lately 
phbliſhed.: And iit.can be no wonder that they ſhould 
give:their Cordial Aſiftance tb fadh a Deſign, whictrif 
it ſhould ever :paſs into:an Att, -would- reward their 
Diligence with a cheap and-eafie Viftory. For they 
may plainly foreſee, . that it-would 'be fo far from 2/»7- 
ting;us, that it would undoubredly break us in pieces by 
a Law, Now at 'Z/x/ou be always neceſſary; upon the 
cammon\Obligations of Chriſtianity, ' it will be mucli 
more 1o in rhe: preſent Conjun&ure; ;conſidering/the 
{irength and incouragements that maybe given to.the 
Popiſh Cauſe, by:;the continuance of. our 'Diſſenſions: 
Andifherebe fargreater hopes that we-may at length, 
by theblefſing of God,” be ſooner Z/nired inthe way of 
the Church of Exgland, than in.any other ; then it muſt 
needs be the greateſt Service that can' be done to the 
Proteſtaut Intereſt, if we could all be perſwaded to joyn 
heartily in the Communion of that Church, that has hi. 
therto been, and til is fo great a Defence againſt the 
Errors and Superſtitions of Rome. 

It would be an unpardonable Vanity to imagine that 
theſe ſhort Papers ſhould be able to eftect,: what fo many 
Learned -and: fold Treatiſes have not yet done. But 1 
addreſs this little Effay only to thoſe that have not time 
to; peruſe-a larger Volume. I have been incouraged to 
this Undertaking by the Numbers of thoſe here in = 

| B 2 on, 
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don, that have ſeemed;formerly to diſſent from us, who 
have lately joyned with us, not only in Prayer, but in 
the Holy Communion of the B Body and Blood of 
Chriſt. And:I hope that many more may be invited, 
and diſpoſed by their good Example, to receive the ſame 
Satisfaction that they: have found. Theſe that are ak 
ready. come in will not ſtand in need of any farther 
Perſwaſion , but only that they would continue Con- 
{tant in that Communion they have now embraced. 
For if they ſhould leave us again, and return to their 
Separate Aſſemblies, they would ſeem by this to con- 
demn themſelves. For it it were Lawful for them-to 
Communicate with us once, it muſt be Lawful for them 
to do fo ſtill ; and they-will not refuſe to ſubmit to Au- 
thority in all things that may Lawfully be done. Ican 
not therefore ſee how they can avoid being ſelf-condem- 
ned; if 'they; ſhould forlake our Communion ;* for if 
they judge 1t Unlawful, they ſinned Wiltully when they 
entred into it; if they think it Lawful, they would 
then Sin in withdrawing from it ; ſince it is injoyned 
by that Power which they confeſs they are bound to 
obey. in. Lawful things. If they ſhould ſay that they 
once thought it Unlawful, after that they ju it to 
be Lawful, and now conceive it Unlawful again: This 
ſtrange unſteadineſs in Opinion would look a great deal 
more like Humor than Judgment. And it might oc- 
cafion vehement Suſpicions in ſome, not otherwiſe very 
Cenſorious, that this Uncertainty proceeds not- from 
Conſcience, but Deſign ; and that all their Compliance 
was only to ſerve a preſent turn; to decline an Eccle- 
ſaſtical Cenſure, to keep a beneficial Place, or to: be 
qualified for an Office in ſome great Corporation. - Thus 
' men might be apt enough to ſuſpe& ; but I am willing 
to believe any. thing rather, than that they that have 
always made ſhew of ſo great a Tenderneſs, Rn 
guilty 
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(5) 
guilty of ſo much Hypocriſie and Prophaneſs together, 
as to dare even toapproach to the Lord's Table, (unde: 
great 'diſſatisfation of mind, it may be) meerly.to ad- 
vance ſome Secular-end. But I hope their Behaviour 
for the future, will ſufficiently clear them from ſuch: 
an. imputation. | | 

' I ſhall therefore apply my ſelf only to thoſe that do 
ſkill forbear our Communion ; and offer ſomething very 
—_— which I conceive may be uſeful for the. fatisfy- 
ing their moſt known and ordinary Doubts; that-as we 
do all profeſs the ſame Faith, we may all agree. inthe. 
ſame way of Diſcipline, and Worſhip; and all. become 
peaceable and' orderly Members of the ſame Church. 
And for the obtaining this moſt Exceltent. end, Firſt, I. 
ſhall deſire them impartially to conſider of ſome things 
that may incline them to be Peaceably minded, and 


' tend to the removing of the general Prejudices they 


have unhappily concetved'againſt the. Church. of Eng-- 
land: Then I ſhall endeavor to give what fatisfaftion 
I canto the chief 0bjetions againſt us,, which they are. 
wont to: urge in Defence ot. the preſent Separation. 
And laſtly , I-ſhall exhort them to a brotherly Zion, . 
upon ſuch Motives and Arguments as the Goſpel ſug-- 
geſts, and make for the Credit and Safety of the Pro-- 
teſtant Rehgion. 

The things that T would commend to their ſerious» 
Conſideration , which may ſerye to diſpoſe them to- 
Peace, and to remove the Prejudices they have taken 
up, are ſuchas theſe. In the firſt place, they ſhould be 
very. careful that it be not any fer end, or corrupt: 
Paſſion , ' that did either engage them in the Separation 
atthe beginning, or provokes them now to continue in it. 
I do not mention this:becauſe I know. any- one of--our. 
Diſſenting Brethren to be guilty of it ; but becauſe it 
muſt. be . confeſſed that mens minds are too often in- 

fluenced : 
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rijxtir g tf oyely a ra Convine 
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higttly concern us 0 be NF utiqus, thatty'eche nor 
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ruly ;-and while we ate thus diſpoſed, 
Corcolnck, De, 


aſſured but that Covetouſnels, 


might be the preteſt Manves that induced ys'to:make 
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beſt beſt Propuraive to the, receiving of the 7 ruth inthe 
Love 0 f it, 


gi Afr After they have hes their, -min : from. all irre- 
ar . 


aſſions it .conduce exceeding- 
fy to hs PEACE of the Fa dhtan if they would be ſure 


to S exp their greateſt Care and Concern in the more 
Weight ty. + and a entia] hings of Religion. This would 


prevent m1 ;of the BY. that, do often ariſe in 
= "but. 0 T:/e Fes -4 - If real. Hohinefs and 
be t j thin zi: ea im 4m then when we may 
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| ET; nl us, about, matters.,of teller ,Con- 
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Pp us to break anion with that Church, 
wh Jad - we AF by Fr © re in all Funda- 


) ger bas to the? promoting i our 
70 ae FH GY EN c heinous Nature. and 
in of Schiſ; iſm; "Which goriog elſe but, the Separa- 


ting vil ſelves from P Fri. Church without any juſt 

ion. given, The want. of due apprehenſions|of 
Js ne of* this, "rms to be the, main Cauſe' of 
0 NI ent Di 10ns.. Menare not generally ſufficient- 
ly  aGbrs how much they do TR that Spirit of 


Peace, 
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Peace, and brotherly Love, which ſhould diffuſe it ſelf 

through the whole Body of' Chriſtian People , when 

they ſuppoſe every lender Pretence enough to juſtifie 

their departing from us, and ſetting up a Church' a- 

oainſt a Church. They think it'a matter almoſt Indif- 

terent, and that they are left to their own Choice to joyn 

with what' Society of Chriſtians they pleaſe themſelves. 

Which giddy Principle,if it thould prevail, wauld certain- 

ly throw usinto anabſolute Confuſſon,and introduce all 

the” Ertors' and- Miſchiefs' that. can be umagined. - Bur: 

our blefſed Lord founded but 'One Univerſal Church 

and when he was ready to be Crucified for us, and 

John 17.20, Prayed not for the Apoſtles alone, but for them alſo that 
21, ſhould believe in him through their word ; one of the laſt 
Perifibns which he then put up, '#mongſt divers others 
ro Ule'fame purpoſe, was, . That they all may be one, as 

thou Father art in me, and T in thee ; that they alſa may 

, be one in us, that the World" may” believe that thou haſt. 
ſent me. This jt is pkin' Was to be a'vidble Zyity that 

might be taken notice of in the World,” and' Þ Fe come' 

an inducement to move. men to. the embracing of the 

. Chriſtian Faith. Therefore as we would avoid the 
hardening of men in Atheiſm and Infide ty, and ma- 

king the Prayer of. our dying Saviour, as much 'n 
vs lies; wholly ineffetual; we. fhould be ex eding. 

Cautious that we do not wilfully Divide his holy Ca- 

rhoſick Church. We are often warned of. this; ang 

how many Arguments does St. Paw/ heap rogerher ro 

rph- 4-3-4 perſwade us to. keep the Unity of the 'Spirit in the boud 
"— of 'Peace'> One Body, and one Spirit, even as you are cal-' 
led in one hope of your- Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one 

Baptiſm, one God and Father of all. And how pn 

cally: does the ſame Apoſtle exhort us again to the lame 

' thing, by all the'mutualendearments that Chriſtianity 
.yal.2. 1, 2. affords; ' 1f- there be therefore any Conſolation iu nate? | 
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if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if 
lo ; Alac pud Mercies ; fulfil ye my pd , that = be like 
minded, having the ſame love, being Fo one accord, of one 
mind. Theſe vehement Exhortations to Peace and Con- 
cord, do ſtriftly oblige us to hold Communion with 
that Church which requires nothing that is Unlawtul 
of us. . The Church of Rome will not admit us, unleſs 
we profeſs @ beliet of Tranſubſtantiation, and Purga- 
tory, anda certain kind of Infallibility, no body knows 
where ; unleſs we will worſhip the Hoſt, and Saints, 
and Images, and do many other things direaly repug- 
nant to the Word of God : . We cannot therefore Cam- 
municate with her, . unleſs we ſhould partake of _ her 
groſs and ſuperſtitious Errours. But the Church of 
England does not exatt any thing from us that God has 
forbidden ; therefore. we may Communicate with her 
without. Sin ; and_ if we may, 'it muſt be-a Sin in us if 
we do.not do it. , Certaia it is that every cauſleſs Sepa- 
ration.is a. very great one; ſo great, that ſome of the 
Antients have thought it is not to be expiated by the 
Blood of Martyrdom; and I know no Cauſe ſufficient 


to defend our. leaving .a Communion, but a neceſlity of 
being involved in £7», if we ſhould remain in it. Now 


, . 


ſince it muſt be confeſſed that Schiſm is a very grievous 
Sin ; We had heed be, well. aſſured that we have juſt oc- 
caſion for it, before we withdraw from the Communi- 


on of a Church ; and if we have raſhly withdrawn, we 


are bound to return without. delay. 
Then we may conſider farther that all Chriſtians ax; 


obliged to endeavor, as much as they can, to avoid 


differences of Opinion that may occaſion Quarrels and 
Conteſts among them. This will appear from that 


. paſſionate Intreaty and Admonition which the holy A- 


poltle gave the Corinthians, when they were in danger 
of being rent into ſeveral Fations, upon miſunderſtand- 
| C ings 


& Cor. 1, 106, 
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ings and emulations not much unlike unto ours. Now 
I beſeech you, Brethren; by the Name of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be 
no Diviſions among, you ; but that ye be perfettly joyned to- 
gether in the ſame mind, 'and in the ſame judgment. Such 
an Univerſal agreement and harmony in the Church is 
very deſirable, and. every one 1s bound to promote it. 
And the firſt ſtep that can, be made towards this happy 
Concord in Opinion and AﬀeNtions, is to diſpoſe our min 

toacalm and teachable Temper ; to be always ready to 
acknowledg the force of an Argument, though it con- 
tradict our former Perſwaſtons never ſo much ; to be 
grieved at the Animoſities, and uncharitable Conten- 
tions, which a diverſity of Judgment is wont to pro- 


Rom. 14. 19. duce; to follow after the things which make for Peace ; 


to be deſirous to ſee an end of theſe. Unchriſtian Divi- 
ſions, and glad of every Opportunity that may bring 
us nearer to one another, and think we have gained a 
| ord Viftory ,' when we have overcome any mi- 
ake that kept us at a diſtance from our Brethren. This 
is a generous and truly Chriſtian diſpoſition, and that 
which has an immediate tendency towards the reconci- 
ling all manner of Differences. , On theother ſide, there 
can be little hopes that men ſhould ever agree, when 
they ſeem reſolved to maintain the point in Contro- 
verſie, whatever it is; when they do not ſtudy to be 
Satisfied, but to cheriſh their Scruples ; and hunt about 
for New ones, when their old Objedtions are fully an-- 
$vered. This is a moſt perverſe and untrattable Hu- 
mour, which takes away. all poſſibility 'of a good Ac- 
cord. For while either of the Diſſenting Parties is thus 
unwilling to be Convinced, and ſearches after Excep- 
tions, there will never be wanting ſome Cavil or other 
that muſt be ſure to ſerve them to perpetuate the Diſ- 
-pute. But.*tis a ſhrewd Sign we eſteem. our Cauſe _ 
| ter. 
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better than Deſperate, when, after the Weapons we be- 
gan the Fight with are wreſted from us, we ſnatch up 
any thing that comes next to hand to throw at our Ad- 
verſary. This Obſtinacy does not well become us: In 
all our Debates our aim ſhould be to find out the truth, 
and not to triumph over our Antagoniſt, All ſober 
Chriſtians, eſpecially where the Peace of the Church is 
concerned, ſhould always ftrive to bring the Contro- 
verſie to a happy iſſue, and compoſure ; and not ſeek 
for Pretences to widen the breach. And then we might 
| all join in Praiſing an# Glorifying of God ; and be re- 
ſtored again to that bleſſed eſtate they were in, at the 
} firſt Preaching of the Goſpel, when the Mulritude of Pw 
, them that believed were of one Heart, and of one Soul; and 
continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doftrine, and. Fellow- 
ſhip, and in breaking of Bread , and in Prayers. Theſe 
tew Conſiderations I have now mentioned might be 
ſomething uſeful to the procurement of ſuch a Holy and 
Heavenly Peace in all Chriſtian Societies throughout the 
World, | 

And it we were but careful never to be byaſled by. 
Paſſion or Intereſt '; it our greateſt Zeal and Concern 
were placed upon the more Weighty and Subſtantial mat- 
ters of Religion ; if we ſhould ſeriouſly conſider how 
grievous a Sin it is to Separate from a Church without 
any juſt cauſe; and if we werediſpoſed to Peace, and 
willing to have our Doubts and Scruples ſatisfied ; [ 
think moſt of the Prejudices againſt the Church of Eng- 
land might be eaſily removed ; and we might all joyn in 
the ſame Communion, to the Glory of God, and the 
Joy and Comfort of all good Proteſtants, and the Con- 
fuſion of thoſe that deſign to ſwallow 'us up, and have 
no other hopes of prevailing, but by the help of thoſe 
Differences, which for that end, they have a long time 
moſt ſtudiouſly fomented amongſt. us. Let not. our 

2 unrea- 
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unreaTonable Fears and groundleſs Jealouſies encourage 


their Attempts with too great a probability of Succels. 


I]t would be a ſad 'addition to our Miſeries, if the Guilt 
and Shame of them too might'be laid' to our Charge. 
With what remorſe ſhould we refle& upon it, (when 
the heat of our Patlion was over) if the Proteſtant Pro- 
teſfion ſhould be farther endangered, and the Agents of 
Rome get greater Advantages dayly, by thoſe Diſtra- 
ctions which have been ſecretly managed by them , 
but openly carried on and maintained by our ſelves! 
With what face ſhould we look ®® ſee our Enemies, not 
only triumphing over us, but mocking and deriding us, 
for-being fo far impoſed upon by their cunning, as to 
be made the immediate inſtruments of our own ruin ! 
But God Almighty, in his wiſe and gracious Providence, 
{o confound all their Devices that tend to the ſubverſion 
of the Truth:; and ſo Unite and Compoſe our Difte- 
rences, that hereafter we may:have no juſt occaſion to 
fear either their Treachery, or their Force. This 1s a 
Petition, I am ſure, in which no good Chriſtian can 
refufe to joyn ; and if we gr” deſire this, let us 
do what we can to promote it ; it our Prayer be not 
unſincere and hypocritical, we ſhall make uſe of our 


beſt endeavours to obtain the thing we have prayed: 


for. And now if our 7//o0n be thus deſirable and ne- 
ceſfary, what ſhould hinder bur that at laſt we might be 
all moſt happily united under the Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of the Church of England 2 A Church that is 
already Framed and Conſtituted ; that has the Counte- 
nance and Eſtabliſhment of the: Laws ; that has been 
Prote&ed by a Succeſſion of Wiſe and Pious Princes ; 
that was Defended unto Death by our late Martyred 
Sovereign ; that was Reſtored by His Majeſty that now 
is, and has been ever fince ſo graciouſly Cheriſhed by 
him, as if the Care of it were a Quality inherent and 
hereditary 
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hereditary to the-Crown.. -A Churehithat-was Reformed 
by full and ſufficient Authority; upon-mature and fe- 
rious Deliberation ; with a: perfect ſubrhifſion* to the 
Ryle.of: holy Scripture, -and 4 due regard tothe example 
of the moſt Primitive times.” A Church that has con- 
ſtantly rejzXed all the Errours and Corruptions of Rome ; 
that. admits of neither their Tnfallibility , -nor Supre- 
macy ; that allows no-Purgatory,;nor:Indulgences, no 
adoration of Reliques, and Images; no Praying:to: Saints 
nor Angels; that does not think that\God can be plea- 
ſed with idle Pilgrimages, or a forced Celibacy, or any 
ſet -number. of 4's and. Paterngſter's,. or. other formal 
Devotions exatly computed upon | a. ſtring of Beads,. 
and muttered over in agunknown; Tongue ; that does 
not rob the Laity of half rhe Communion, ;nor teach 
them, that ſtrange and contradictious Dottrine that the 
Elements are: tranſubſtantiated into the real Body and 
Blood,-of; Ghriſt- in, the Lord's Supper ; that does not 
only. conſtantly. .deny- theſe, and many more abſurd 
and erroneous- Opinions of the Papi/ts, but has always 
ſent forth as.ſtout and able Champions to oppoſe them, 
asany the Chriſtian World affords., A Church whoſe Do- 
Ctrine is contelied to, be- Orthodox by the generality of 
our'Diflenting Brethren, and whoſe Diſcipline and Order 
of-external Worſhip has nothing in- it repugnant to 
any Law of God. And what imaginable ground can 
there.then be.to juſtifie a Separation from ſuch a Church 2 
Certainly the uſe of 4 few Indifferent things, appointed 
only for Order's fake, will not be enough to do. it. 
Theſe are not Forbidden, and therefore cannot be Sin- 
ful in themſelves ; and where God has not Forbidden, 
our Superiours may Command ; - and in all ſuch caſes 
we are bound to Obey. | | 

Some indeed there are that, will-not be fatisfied with 


' this.” They tell us, that it is-not ſufficient that a thing 


be 
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'be not Forbidden, but that - it muſt be Commanded, or 
elſe it cannot be uſed in-the Worſhip of God without 
Sin; Bur if-this- Opinion be true, I muſt confeſs that 
then it -is Unlawful to. hold: Communion not only with 
ours but with any Church that is, or ever was in the 
World ; for I do not believe that One can be found 
amongſt them All, that has not required the uſe of 
ſome lndifferent thing that was not Commanded. Our 
Diſtenting: Brethren themſelves will -allow that the 
Time and Place of Religious Aſſemblies may be pre- 
ſcribed by: Authority. ' And if theſe neceſſary Circum- 
ſtances may be- thus Determined, thgugh they be/not 
Commanded, by God ;' then it will be as Lawful to pre- 
ſcribe what particular Geſturesand Habits ſhall be'there 
uſed. For theſe are things of the fame Nature ; Cir 
cumftances as neceſlary as Time and' Place ; and if we 
have any reſpe&t to-the Decent and Reverent peffor- 
mance of the Service of God, they may be as neceſſary 
to be determined too.'' 'However' it -muſt'be acknow- 
ledged that ſome things that are not Commanded may 
be Lawfully Enjoyned and Submitted to ; and if ſome, 
then all that are of the fame Indifferent nature ; un- 
leſs there can be ſome ſufficient reaſon aſſigned why 
ſome ſhould be excepted, and ſome not ; which will be 
very difficult where the Nature of the things is the 
ſame. And in our preſent caſe, it will be hard in the 
general to conceive how the Command-of a Lawful 
Power ſhould 'make that Unlawful which was nof For- 
bidden, and by conſequence was Lawful betore. 

Bur if it ſhould be {till inſiſted on, that nothing muſt 
be Commanded that God has not Commanded ; they that 
are of this Perſwaſion, ſhould be very certain that they 
have clear proof out of the Scriptures for it before they 
undertake to Forb;d that which God has not Forbjdden ; 
or elſe they ſtand condemned by their own Principle. 

4 Now 
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Now the Arguments they bring for this out of the 
New Teſtament are very few : And thoſe very obſcure, 
and no way applicable to the matter in hand, without 
being mightily ſtrained : Thoſe out of the Old Teſta- 
ment are not many ; that which has been chiefly urged, 
and ſeems indeed the moſt pertinent and material, is 
this :: The whole Levittcal Service was particularly 
preſcribed by God himſelf, and -Mofes was ſtrictly 
charged to make the Tabernacle and all the Utenſils that 
. belonged unto it, After the pattern. that was ſhewed him x,94. 5. 40: 
in the Mount. And Moſes verily was faithful in all his Heb. 3. 5,6. 
Houſe as a Servant ; and ſo' is Chriſt as a' Son over ' his . 
own Houſe ; that is, the Church : 'Therefore as Moſes 
laid down all the particular Rules to be obſerved in the 
Worſhip of God, under the Legal Diſpenſation, fo has 
Chriſt under the Evangelical ; and it is as dangerous to 
add, as it 1s to detratt from theſe written Rules ; we 
may no more do what is not Commanded, then what is 
Forbidden. This T take to'be the main Argument that 
is brought againſt us in the preſent Controverſie ; and 
if this can be Anſwered, all the reſt will be bur of little 
Force. "my Te: WR 
Therefore to give what fatisfaCtion T can to this, I fay 
firſt, that throughout the whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
where Moſes and Chri/?, or the Law and the Goſpel are 
compared, the ſcope of the Apoſtle is to ſhew the exact 
| Correſpondence there was betwixt the Type and the 
Antitype ; and not that our Saviour had as particularly 
preſcribed the Order of external Worſhip, as Moſes by 
Gods appointment had done. - For it is certain he did 
not ;/ to give but one inſtance of very many :- The man-+ exod, 12. 
ner of Celebrating the” Paſſover , © how it ſhould be 
Killed, and how it ſhould be Eaten; is it ſet down with 
' every minute Circumſtance :- But the Inſtitution of the 
Supper of our Lord is not fo delivered unto us I 

ave 
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have only a ſhort Narrative, with.a general Command 
ſuperadded ; Do this 'in.remembrance, of me.,,, And when 


1 Cor. 11-23, St, Paul repeats it again, -e does it; without any men- 


24, 25, 


tion of the Poſture-of Receiving,; . The Goſpel which 
teaches us a more Spiritual way of Serving God, is not 
ſo particular, in the, Circumſtantials of Worſhip as the- 
Law was ; and we muſt not. affirm-that it is, becauſe 
we would have it ſo. We cannot. prove that Chriſt 
hasacually done this, becauſe we imagine that he ſhould 
have done it. It would be better argued if we ſhould 


\fay , . The Goſpel has not expreſsly determined theſe 
things, as the Law did ;. therefore they are left to the 


Heb. 13. 17. 


prudent determination. ofi thoſe; that have the Rule over 
us,. to whom we are Commanded to be Obedient, and 
ſubmit our ſehves ; that the Epiſcopal Power may be 
equivalent to the Sacerdotal ; and the Service of God as 
regularly Adminiſtred in the Church, as it was in the 
To oye 
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Beſides, it was not a. Sin,,even under the Law, to or- 
dain and obſerve ſome things, relating to. the Worſhip 
of God, that ' were not written. , Ang-theſe could not 
be eſteemed additions to the Word, if they were not 
impoſed as Divine Precepts,. but. as Prudent. Conftitu- 
tions, appointed only | for, the more Orderly manage- 
ment of the external Offices of Religion. Bur that any 
thing ſhould be Unlawful meerly becauſe it 15 not Com- 
—_ is 2 Dotrine,, | think, that was; neyer heard 
of among Jews or Chriſtians, till very lately. God had 
Commanded the ſetting up of a Tabernacle, and moſt 


' puntually deſcribed. how, it;ſhould be made: We have 


See 2 Sam. 17. 
2 Chron. 17. 


been told. that there, was. not to be one Pi» about it, 
for which there:was not ſome ſpecial Direftion, And 
God never /pake a word;concerning building of an Houſe ; 
yet this notwithſtan gy Deva ,. without any. Cam- 
wand, had.it in his thoughts to build one ; and Nathas 

in 
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in his private judgment ppyored of the deſign ; and 
God himſelf, - thougly 'he ſuſpended the-exeeution of-it 
{by ſorrie' eitie;! cornitiended Hiny for? it;- and rewafdet 
his piciis' Intehtiohs, with! a' profilſ of /Gialdiyp Tim 2 Chron 5.8, 
another kind of Z76ſe, 'by confirming the ſettlement of 
the Crown in' his Family. Which is proof enough that 
every thing'i'then 'that was 'not Commanded , was not 
therefore Sinful. : 'The antient Chireh of the/Jews were 
fo'fally-atisfied-itv this; that they made no'Seruple-of 
ordering diversthings; 'for which they could not find a 
Command; ' The Feaſt *of the Dedication is'a known and 
pregnant" inſtance; 1t was of moderm'and humane Infti- 
 tutiony* and yee'our Saviour vouclifaltd tobe preſent at john 10. 22. 
it.  Some'thirgs they's litelealtered; andadded others, 
at the Paſſeover ; as their cating of it not Standing; but 
Sitting; or Lying at the Table ; and their Singing a 
Paſchal Hymn xiter"it 4 which 'with- fome other like 
Uſages,| were! obſerved by our bleſſed Lord; and his 
Diſciples's andit'can be no lefs than Blafphemy then 
to conceive, that there could be' any thing that was 
Sinful in them. '''The whole matter may be concluded 
thus :-If it!were'not Sinful 'under he Law , whereahe 
exterfat'Form/of Divine Worſhip was iparticularly-ſ{pe- 
cified;' to'admit! of certain Ufages that" were not Com- 
manded, then much leſs is it Sinful todo ſo now under 
the Goſpel, where the externalForm is not ſo ſpecified ; 
where we have little more” than ſuch general Rules as 
thefe,''to be reſpeQively” applied by Superiors and Infe- 
riors : Let all things be 'doe-' Decently, and in Order : | ©0-14- 4% 
Obey them that have the Rule over you : Where no Law — yo - : 2 
is, there is no tranſgreſſion. | 
I'have been ſomething the longer in conſidering this 
Argument; becauſe the whole debate muſt iſſue here ; 
which way-foever this be decided; the Controverfe is 
at an end. Tt our Church-require any thing of us that 
D FO 
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was, and I verily believe never can be made appear. 
For we are told, in'the Perſon of St. Paul, that 4/1 
things. are Lawful ;; which myſt of neceſſity be;under- 
ſiopd of things;that are not Harbiddev : And. then ſince 
it cannot-be-charged upon our Chureh,:;that ſhe Gom- 
mands any thing that'is Forbidden; it muſt be-granted 
that ſhe Commands nothing; but what the Apoſtle has 
declared. to be Lawfuf. What Reaſon then can be pre- 
tended,- why we ſhould rend andtcar her yery Bowels:? 
Why ſhould we-run ſo-headily! intooppoſite-Parties and 
Fattions ? Why ſhould we hazard the Proteſtant Cauſe 
upon a number of little diſunited Independent Intereſts, 
that areas, much at Difference -one; with-another,' as 
they all ate; with us? What ſhould. make us ſotimoraus 
in this, 'when'we: are fo! daring in-ſome; ather,' caſes? 
Why ſhould we be afraid to joyn in Communion with 
2 Reformed Church , whoſe DoG&rine is Orthodox, 
whoſe Rites are Inawcent, whoſe. Goveramentis Apo- 
ſtokcal ?-\ A man.would/ wonder truly what” could»be 
pleaded in defence of a- Separation, when-none of theſe 
can be juſtly accuſed. |;;And yet there are certain Ob- 
jetions brought againſt, us, which thoſe that withdraw 
would fain perſwade us toithink ſufficient to juſtifie their 
Departure. To ſome bf the: chiet of: theſe I ſhall now 
endeavour to giye whar ſatisfaQtion I. can. 

; Our Diffenting Brethrentherefore are wont to plead ; 


* That there is a Liturgy, or Set Form of Publick Wor- 


thip- preſcribed ;: That there are certain Ceremonzes 'in- 
joyned ; That the uſe of theſe Controverted things gives 
great Scandal tothe weak'z That they cannot Safely 
joyn in our mixt Communion ; That they leave our _— 

. blies 
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blies for the ſake —_— Edification, which they can 

find elſewhere : And for theſe Reaſons they think they 

areneceſſitated to depart fromn and ſet ' up Chur- 

ches to themſelves, according to the beſt Models that 

every one is able to draw. This is certainly .a very 

dangerous adventure ; and can never be juſtified by fuch 

—_— are produced ; which might be all eaſily 

anſwered upon the general Principle have already men- 

tioned ; - That none of the things againſt whicts the ex- 

ceptions are made are Unlawful ; and therefore they 

cannot make our Communion Unlawful ; and if that be 

not Unlawful, +t-muſt be Unlawful to divide from it. 
This might be Reply enough to the moſt, if not all the 

Obje&ions that/are, . or cat be brought. | But becauſe it 
may be thought more ſatisfaftory by ſome, T ſhall give 
a parficular, though 'vory ſhort Anſwer to thoſe I have 
now propoſed. * '// . 

- The Firſt -and Great thing that is objected againſt 
our Church, is-preſcribing'a' Liturgy, or Set Form of 
Prayers to be conſtantly uſed in Publick Worſhip. This 
is that which has raifed a great many Clamours ; Peo- 
ples minds have been extreamly incenſed and exaſpera- 
ted againſtiit; it has been cryed out upon as 7dolatrous, 
Popiſh, Superſtitious, and I know not how many hard 
Names it been called. But I am glad to find the 
temper of our Diffkenting Brethren altered ſo much for 
the better : We do not now 1o often/hear thoſe bitter 
exclamations of Rome and "Babylon, Baal and Dagon : 
The Common Prayer is not eſteemed ſuch an abominable 
thing, as ſome ignorant and heady Zealots were wont 
to count it. Among thoſe that have but too openly 
favoured the Separation the more conſiderable part, both 
for Number and Sobriety, do not only allow that a 
Form is Lawful, but will freely acknowledge that ours 
is ſo; and therefore they will admit of Occaſional ; mw 
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if ſo, I cannot ſee what can withhold them from a full 
and conſtant Communion with us. Certainly,that which 
is Lawful once or tyice, muſt be Lawful always. How- 
ever we may take ſ6me delight to ſeg the old Heats in 
any meaſure abated, and that the leaſt advances are 
made towards Peace. God grant that this Conceſſion 
may prove a ſtep to a happy;.and: perfect -Reconcile- ' 
ment. And fo I hope it _ may ;. for our: Brethren can- 


| notbe any longer offended with:thoſe Forms in which 


Matth.6.9,%c, 
Luke 11, 2, 


they do ſometimes join themſelves. Nay thoſe that 
have not yet proceeded fo far, but are {till afraid of be- 
ing Defiled in our way-of;Worſhip, cannot have any co- 
lour to Condemn it for being a. Form. The Jews had 
Forms in their Publick Aſſemblies, which this, notwith- = 
ſtanding were duly frequented by our bleſſed Saviour : 
He delivered a Form himſelf , in his Sermon on the 
Mount, and taught the ſame again to his Diſciples at- 
terwards, and Commanded them: to uſe ,it : Some 


Forms were received very. early-among the Ancient 


Chriſtians ; who have been followed in this by all the 
Proteſtant Churches; but the Lawfulneſs of them was 
never called in queſtion heretofore : For how could it, 
ſince they are no were Forbidden ?. Or if a/Command 
be thought requiſite to make them Lawtul, the other 


' way is no more Commanded than this ; .and- therefore 


upon that Principle they muſt be both equally Lawful, 
or Unlawful : $0 that if any Prayer be Lawfal, a Form 
muſt be confeſſed to be fo... The Arguments in this 
caſe are ſo Convincing, that there are = now but that 
will readily agree that a Form may be Lawtful in it ſelf; 
but then they think it ought not to be Impoſed, be- 


cauſe of ſome Inconveniences which they conceive do 


attend it. And they are principally theſe Two ; the 
One, that” there may be ſome particular Emergencies 
which cannot be provided for by a Set Form. FR 

other, 
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other, that it is an hinderance to the $p1rit of Prayer. 
- The firſt. of theſe has very little difficuky in it. The 
ordinary . wants and neceſlities of Chriſtians are always 
the fame, and we may Petition to have them ſupplied 
in the fame Words ; and for other things, it may ge- 
nerally be foreſeen that they may happen ſometimes ; 
and fſutable Forms may be compoſed to be uſed upon 
ſuch Occaſions : Where theſe cannot be fitly applied, 
, peculiar. Offices may be ſet forth ; as has been uſual in 
ſuch caſes : Where the exigency is great, and will not 
admit of ſo much delay as 1s neceflary for that, the Mi- 
niſter 1s at Liberty to uſe his own Conceptions. But . 
this cannot be urged for the Excluſion of a Liturgy. 
It were very unreaſonable to deprive the Church of 
known and approved Forms, and leave her to the mercy 
of extemporary Effuſions only ; for the fake of a few 
Contingencies, which may happen but very rarely, if 
at all, in a whole Age. | 

- ' The other thing that is alledged would be more con- 
ſiderable, if it were really true, That Forms did indeed 
binder the Spirit of Prayer. But this they do not : For 
it is a groſs and carnal Miſtake to imagine that the 
Spirit of Prayer can conſiſt ina readineſs of Expreſſion, 
and a natural or acquired volubility of Tongue ; Arts 
and Accompliſhments whereof many Wicked men have 
been great Maſters ; and wherein as many Good ones 
may be very deficient. The -=_ of Prayer muſt be 
acknowledged to be nothing'elſe but an inward good 
and pious Diſpoſition of the Soul , wrought in us by 
the Grace of God ; an unfeigned Humility and Abhor- 
rence of our ſelves, when we confeſs our Sins, and beg 
for Pardon ; an affetionate Senſe of our Wants, when 
we ask for all things neceſſary, both for this and the 
other Life ; an holy exultation of Mind, when we offer 
up our Praiſes and Thanks for the Bleſſings we on 
received ; 


| ( 22 ) ; . 
received ; a full Reſignation of our Concerns 'to God's 
diſpoſal, and a Dependance upon his Promiſes for the 
granting our - Requeſts, when we have made our Ad- 
dreſſes unto him. Theſe are the great Indications of the 
true Spirit of Prayer ; and theſe are fo far from being 
Hindered, that they may be very much Helped, and 
Advantaged by a Form. A man queſtjonleſs maybe 
more ſeriouſly Aﬀected, in all theſe reſpets, and 1ay 
Amen more heartily to a Form of ſound Words which 
he hath known, and conſidered before , than he can 
to ſome uncertain Expreſſions which he never heard, 
nor thought on ; and poflibly may not ſo well under- 
ſtand, nor be ſatisfied in; when he hears them. The 
perplexity and doubrfulneſs of Thoughts, which muſt 
often ariſe, when we would join in Prayers we are un- 
acquainted with, is dire&ly Oppoſite to that Faith and 
Aſſurance with which we ſhould Pray ; 'and- can fcarce 
be prevented but by a well di and ſtudied Form ; 
that-may be Weighed, and ſfoberly Aſſented to, by 
thoſe that are required to join in it. 

But ſome think that it may be manifeſt from Expe- 
rience, that Forms are a hinderance to the very inward 
Spirit of Devotion. They have found their AﬀeCtions 
very cold and flat, at our uſual ſtated Forms of Prayer ; 
but when they hear a man Pray without a Form, they 
are mightily raviſhed,- and almoſt tranſported ; and this 
difterence of Temper they obſerve in themſelves has 
prevailed with many , of the more undiſcerning fort 
eſpecially, to forſake our Communion. But it is al- 
ways very dangerous to judge of things not by -our 
Underſtandings, but by the various impulſes and mo- 
tions of our AﬀeCtions. When we have Scripture and 
Reaſon on our fide, we cannot be Deceived ; but when 
we Determine, as we are {wayed by the preſent byaſs 
of our Paſlions ; theſe may be Charmed, or Raiſed, or 

Flattened, 
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Flattened, by ſeveral ſorts of Spirits ; and quickly bftray 
us into ſtrong Deluſions. Therefore if any one ſhould be 
tempted, as: ſome have been, to leave the Church on 
this Account, that he thinks he may be more affeted 
in another Place ; before he goes, I would defire him 
to conſider what it is'that does thus Afe#t him : If it 
be the Matter and Subſtance of the Prayer, I ſuppoſe 
that may be uſually the ſame, at leaſt as good in our 
ordinary Offices;' as it is in their renin Peti- 
tions ; and ſo it will not be neceſſary to make a Sepa- 
ration for this: Tf it be only the chiming and harmony 
; of the Words he is taken with , this is no more bur a 
kind of ſenſitive Delight ; and to apply the Propher's 
Expreſlions here, it is but like a very lovely Song of one Ezck. 33. 32+ 
that bath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well on an Inſtru- 
ment : This will by no means excuſe our departing from 
the Publick Aſſemblies ; 'this would be in effe& ro fay, 
that we may make Diviſions in the Charch of 'God, 
to gratifie our 'own private, and it may be'miſtaken 
Fancies. But if any one hath left us for a time upon 
this Pretence, and made ſome Trial'of both ways, then 
I-would deſire: him ſtrictly'to: examine” his own Con- 
fcience, whether he have not often Been as Dull and Tn- 
different at'a Conceived Prayer, as ever he was at the 
Service of the Church : And then on the other ſide , 
let him conſider, whether he do not believe that very 
many may be as ſerious aid :devout at-the Common 
Prayer; as ever he was at any in the other way he 1s 
pleaſed to prefer : And after he has thus inquired , 
if he ſee Reaſon to acknowledge both, as doubtleſs he 
will, then the Scales will be even at the leaſt : Expe- 
rience will ſhew, that men may be Fervent and Af- 
» fectionate with a Form, and Cold and Inattentive with- 
out ' one. And therefore when we' are heavy, liſtleſs, 
. and unaffected at a Prayer by a Form; this Detect can- 
| not 
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not $roceed from the Manger of the Devotion, but 
from the Indiſpoſition of the Perfon that uſes it. © And - 
when we Separate upon:this occafion, 'we are guilty of 
a double Iniquity , in Dividing the- Church without 
ſufficient Cauſe ; and charging our own Formality upon 
a good and wholeſome Conſtitution. 

My intended brevity will not permit me to give'a 
particular Anſwer to all the Exceptions that have'been 
taken at our Liturgy ; only in the general 'T'fay, '1 
know nothing in it that can be pretended to be Sinful 
in it ſelf. The moſt that is urged are ſome ſuppoſed In- 
conveniences ; Which if we ſhould = to be real, 
they cannot make our Communion Unlawful ; and then, 
as I have often intimated, it muſt be a Sin CY 
from it ; and we may not commit a Sin to decline an 
Inconvenience: This would be to do evil that good may 
come of it. They that are willing to improve every 
Night Exception into a Cauſe 'of Separation, ſhould 'be- 
' ware” of. this. - The queſtion is- not, whether there be 
not any thing in the Order of our Divine Service which 
a man could wiſh to be altered ? For that can never be 
expected under any Conſtitution.  The+main inquiry 
is. this, whether any; thing Unlawful! be appointed to 
be uſed, which -will make an Alteration not only de- 
ſirable, but neceſſary ? And whether we are bound to 
withdraw till ſuch Alteration be made ? -Which has ne- 
ver been proved : Men : generally -torbear our Publick 
Worſhip, without ever examining into 1t, upon no 0- 
ther ground but becauſe they prefer their - own Arbi- 
trary way before it. Which I do not admire ; | but 
this is very ſtrange and unreaſonable, that they ſhould 
take ſuch a diſguſt at our Liturgy, and fly away from 
it, as if it were Popiſh and .Antichriſtian , when they 
never have ſo much as read it ;- at kaſt-conſidered it, 
as they ought. And here I ſhall | take: the. Confidence 
to 
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to affirm that the Liturgy ſome abhor- ſo much, -was 
made. and | ndpgar with that (Zepminn Berry Modera. 
tion, thatiCare:a Ciroumſpe-tion,-t ithere 5s not 
any. thing nowextantinthablind;thathas been edmpogd' 
with greater, Wiſdom, and Piety.” If we ſhould take 
the liverty to: compare. it/ with the- performanices'in 
the. other. way z.(-not-ro mention-rhe* many undecent; 
incoherent irrevetent-expteflions;to ſay no work, that 

be collected) let-any Prayer made occaſtonally 
and extempore- by..the .ableſt and-moſt cautious-of th 
that magnifie that way, and deſpiſe wrong tienomy 
in writing, ! and: Ppubliſhed'ro rhe W and arm very 
confideht, that one man, without any growr pals, may 
find//more :things real except —_—_— Cin- 
Prayer, /ina ſhort time, than the ſeveral'Part har ak, - 
ſenters, with all che. diſigence: they/Have hi 
have been able to difgover' nn rn 
Charch:it more:thimadiut 1! AA 
of:our- Brethren; * fors tn, 
the Common Prayer, Rn -inother "+ Fedde 
conceived! Prayers, without: wy $4 ''when't Y, 
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validealing, PORE be eaſily-excuvgd. » 

Bat) if they ſhould allow of che Forn of Proyer i fl 

on -Liturgyzthere are cata Cermoniet injofird, p- 

hepihinlt give them  vevaſioriegoughs toldepart! 4 

_- way xaos. ul A man that were unacquainted wit "ſr 
the true State of -our -'caſe, \that-ſhould ftand by d 

only hear the: bitter Cries'and InveQtivesthit have been” 
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had occaſioned all this noiſe, ſhould be no: more than 
Three ; the:Surplice, the Croſs after Baptiſm; and: Xuce- 
ling, at; the:Sacrament.. . He would be:amazed:to think 
that theſe ſhould 'be:\the- things; about which ſo ma- 
ny..maſſy Books had. been written !' So great diſcords 
and animoſities-rais'd !; Such:a flouriſhing Church once 
quite deſtroyed; and now. moſt miſerably divided, after 
it had been {0 happily reſtored! And his wonder muſt be 
increaſed. when he ſhould perceive that of theſe 'T hree; 
there was but One, and,no more, .in which the People 
were.any. way.concerned; | The Croſs and the Sarplice, 
are.to.be uſed. only. by 4he Miniſter! ;-ahd if bis Con- 
Spence in (uid, PauBe elſe.need: to: be diſturb'd 
abou, then. ii To Knee at-the Lord's Supper all indeed: 
| are commanded'; but ſuppoſing this to be Unlawful, it” 
| could hinder us;only fr ing ih that Ordinance, 
| not ia the-reſt;;; But o herfaher;byland by. <.y" 
. - [n;the mean time,;4,do:nat.undenſting-but that fome 
Fahoalagte cu epar; mg" > He Conn , 
ances;are,abſolutely:; neceſary wn the Worſhip of God ;- 
ſince.it,cannot be. performed. without them; they that 
will have no; Gerewanies,, cantmave no: exteroal; Worſhip: - 
that are appointed. our. |Churgh ave thought by ſome. 
to be fignificant, ſuperſtitious, and breaches: of our Chri-!. 
ſtan erY ; f- _— not! £0 -- —_ Theſe 
are. t | $ bjet 100s:, againſt tC W.Ceremontes, 
hy eB eee mand - theſe L ſhall: .briefly. - 
Conſider. mor OW T614 18007 FIOLAUETISN OS) ts 
\ Eurſt we. are told. our.Ceremonzes are fignificant :1 And 
why. may., not |@:/gifrant Ceremany) ba ;Lawful 2. Are 
not. Kneeling; ang: lting: up the. Eyes: and Hands te 
Heaven, fgmfcations!9htht:Reverciice:vro owe tome: 
Divine Majelty.2."V.ps:t But:Ceremoties that: /ignify ſome» 
thing... naturally ,. may+;be-permitted ;.' but: not thol I 


(a) 
chat ſignify by inſtitution. © There ſhould be ſome folid 

reaſon, or ſome plain Scripture Authority bronght, to 

make this "difference good ©&:* And here 'it is pleaded 

that: every '/ignificant C erentmy i8a Sacrament z and'it'ts 

downright Popery to-make tore \Sicraments; "than God 

has made: This'T confeſs were very material, if it 

could be proved. But we acknowledge nothing to be | 

a''Sacrament, but what 1s':4» outward and vifible frgw of common * 

an inward and ſpiritual 'grce; ghven tmto ut, ordained bY Prayer in the 

Obriſlt himſelf, as a mens want we recerve the fame, and _—_— 
. a pledge to aſſure us thereof. Now if this be «true Deff- 

nition,as it isowned by us, and muſt be acknowledged by 

our Diſſenting Brethren that talk ſo'much' of their'ap- 

proving the DoCQtrine of our Church;then our Ceremonies 

though they ſhould be never ſo figrificant,cannot be Sa- 

craments,becauſe they want ſo many Neceſfary and Eſſen 

tial conditions that are required to make a Sacramen?. 

They are not of Divine Ordinration and Appgintment, 

they are of no' efficacy to confer any 'Gyace,” neither 

are they any 'Pledges,and Aſſuraiices of 'it.'* But ſuppoſe 

we ſhould grant every fignificant Ceremony to be a Sacra- 

ment ; for 1t is neither eafant nor profitable to quarrel 

about Words : "There is but one of the Three'Ceremb- 

Jes; and that is the Croſs at Baptiſm, ' that' can be'pre- Bid. in Pub- 
| tended:to 'be frgnificant ; and that indeed _is* made, . Zzr lick Baptiſm, 

token that the party newly Baptized ſhall not hereafter 

be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt Crucified, '&cc. 

But this fg of the Croſs was 'very anciently\" if 'not al- 

ways, uſed at Baptiſm, and upon ſeveral other occaſions, 

by the Primitive Chriſtians, in defiance” sf all forts of 

Infidels, and as we do' it, 'in Tokew-that they were of 

aſhamed of a Cruciffed Saviour. '' Our Church. in this 

does but follow the example of the Pureſt and Holieft 

Profeſſors of the Goſpel that' ever were-;'and that but 

at a diſtance too, in 'doing' that but 'bnee, "Whicti they 

E 2 repeated 
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repeated often. | And this can ſcarce be called a fgnif- 
cant Ceremony. It is, not appointed to Repreſent any 
thing unto us, but only to remind us of a Duty we 
are-bound. to do., Like: the. A/tar: that was built by 
the Children of Reubex, and -Gad., and the half Tribe 
of Manaſſeh, Not for burnt-offering, nor for ſacrifice; but 
that it might be a Witneſs. And1t any one ſhould think 
the Surplice were ordered to.be worn to- denote the in- 
nocency. of Life, that does more eſpecially become thoſe 
that are particularly devoted to the Service of God ; it 
is more than our -Charch'has declared ; but yet no man 
were to. be. blamed', that ſhould. take occaſion from 
hence, to let ' his thoughts. expatiate into a pious and 
ſeaſonable, Meditation, and conſider; how. incongruous 
it would be,,.to have his inward patts full of filthineſs 
and corruption, when his outſide was covered with a 
clean white Linnen Garment.. The Sum 1s, every fg-. 
nificant Ceremony is not a Sacrament /; and none of, ours 
can be. properly faid to be /figrificanr,” repreſenting, m- 
bolical ; but only Commemorating, or 'if any man pleaſe 
to call them-ſo, Profeſſing figns. + | 

But though they, cannot be proved to be Sacraments, 
yet they, may be; Syper/titious,, and that is Oljetion 
enough againſt , them--;: And I confeſs that they may 


; be Swper/titious ;,'but not in themſelves, for ſo they are 
perfor 


y Indiflerent ; but according-to the Opinion or 
Conceit of thoſe that uſe them, or uſe them. not. There 
may be Superſtition in the Obſerving gf theſe, and there 
may be as-much in the forbearing.;j;;Superſtztion is no» 
thing but a groundleſs Fancy attended ſometimes with 
an anxious Fear, and ſometimes with a fond Hope, that 
God is pleaſed or diſpleaſed with the bare-performance 
or forbearance of what he hath neither Commanded 
nor Forbidden: .-. He-therefore that thinks he offends 
Godin doing of. that.-he has not Forbidden ; and'he that 

| ; imagines 
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zmagines he ſhall pleaſe him, by the obſerving of what 
he has not Commanded, are both in ſome degree, and 
it may be, equally Superſtitious. And then the Super- 
ſtition that is exerciſed about the Obſervation of theſe 
Ceremonies muſt lie on the part of our Diſſenting Bre- 
thren, "who think they ſhould Sin in keeping them, 
though they generally confeſs they are not Forbidden ; 
and not on ours, who declare them to be Indifferent, 
and no otherwiſe acceptable unto God, but as they are 
the effefts of Obedience to our Superiours, and neceſ- 
fary to the preſervation of Diſcipline- and Order in the 
Church. 

But it is farther urged by ſome, that theſe Ceremonies 
are a Breach of our Chriſtian Liberty. _ I need not enter 
upon a Diſcourſe of this ; but as far as it concerns the 
matter in hand, I ſay ; That the being freed from the 
Ceremonial Law is a part, though not the greateſd-part 
of Chriſtian Libertyiz but then it is not 1o-much our 
being freed: from obſerving it, as from the Neceſlity of 
obſerving it. The Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians did vo- 
luntarily obſerve it for ſome time upon Prudential Con- 


ſiderationsz and impoſed ſome things, as the abſtaining Acts rs: 29, 
weed ; 


from bloud,, and; from things ſtra and” yet they 
_ Were Free, becauſe whatever they did of this Nature, 
they did it not with an Opinion of any Neceſlary obli- 
gation that lay upon them to do-it, but upon other Mo. 
tives ; moſt commonly our of condeſcenſion to the 
weakneſs of the Jewiſh Converts. And if ſome FJudai- 
cal Rites might not only be obſerved, . but: impoſed 
then ; there can be no reaſon why a few Indifferent 
Ceremonies may not be appointed now, without any in- 
treachment upon the Liberty which Chriſt has pur- 
chaſed for, us. Such things cannot be an infringment 
of that, but only when they are ſuppoſed to be either 
Unlawtul or Neceſſary by Divine Command. 

Kneeling, 
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Kneeling at the Sacrament, which'is the Ceremony that 
is wont to be the moſt ſcrupled, is as little liable to 
the Objettions, that [ have now anſwered, as either of 


the other. It would be very uncharitable', and un- 
juſt to ſay as ſome have done, that it.is an Att of Worſhip 


_ to the outward Elements ; when the Church has de- 


Rubr. after 
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clared this to be Zolatry, to be abhorred,of all Faithful 
Chriſtians. If it ſhould be faid that weought to receive 
in the ſame-poſture; that they received at the firſt In- 
ſtitution : We cannot certainly tell what that was : If 
1t were that which is moſt probably Conjectured, it 
15 never uſed : It is wholly laid afide by thoſe that ar- 
gue'the moſt Zealouſly for it. But ſure-if the particular 
Geſture had been fo abſolutely neceſſary, as ſome do 
1magine, there would have been ſome plain, and 
expreſs mention of it ſomewhere in the Scripture; which 
there is not, as I have noted before. - And then it muſt 
be very unwarrantable in thoſe, that Separate from our 
Church, 'becauſe they will not receive 1n that reverent 
manner which She has preſcribed. If there had been 
nothing injoyned in this matter, a man upon a ſerious 
apprehenſion of the infinite mercies of God, through the 
merits and mediation of hus bleſſed Saviour, could fcarce 
have forborn falling upon his Knees, when he came to 
partake of the Sacrament of his moſt precious 'Body 
and Blood. The commemoration of the Death and 
Paſſion of the Son of God, by which he was Redeemed 
would ſtrike him almoſt naturally, into the humbleſt 
poſture of Adoration. - But if any reverence-be granted 
to be due at ſuch a time, I am ſure ſiting at the Table, 
is a very unfit poſture to expreſs it. Or it any man 
ſhould like it better than that which is required with 
us ; yet to make this an occaſion of departing from 
our Communion, would argue but too little -value for 


the peace of the Church. 
| But 


(32;) 

"But ſome- there are:who though they be convinced 
of the Lawfulneſs of all theſe Rites and Uſages, and for 
their own particular, could joyn with us well enough ; 
yet they dare not do it; for fear of giving Scandal and 
Offence to thoſe that are not fatisfied in theſe things. 
| This matter of Scandal has been ſo vehemently pleaded 
ſometimes as if it were the only thing to be regarded 
in all Church Conſtitutions ; and that they were to 
be immediately diſuſed, whatever Authority injoyned 
them, aſſoon as any ſhould be offended at them. This 
puts all external Order in Chriftian. Aſſemblies into a ve- 
ry tottering condition, ready tobe preſently overturned, 
by every-little Scruple, that may: chance to ariſe. But 
for anſwer to this we muſt obſerve : That they are the' 
Weak, and Ignorant that take Offence : That their 
doubts and ſcruples are not to be nouriſhed and com- gee Rom. 14. 
mended, but only born with for a time- ;| That they 
are bound to take alt due Care, and convenient Oppor- 2 Cor. 8. 
tunity of Inſtruction, that they: may be fully ſatisfied ; 
and that it is i: things meerly Indifferent, ſuch as Meats 
and Drinks where we are obliged” to any compliance , 
+ for the avoiding of Scandal. Theſe things thus briefly 
premiſed, let it be conſidered ; whether they who eſteem 
themſelves rather more Knowing than others, who ſeem 
unwilling to part with their Doubts , and who have 
entertained ſome Prejudices againſt thoſe that would 
inform them better, are to be treated like weak Brethren ? 
And whether we ought to yield to them; where Au- 
thority, has determined the contrary ; unleſs we could 
prove our Obedience 3s Indifferent as the things ſcrupled 
at are ſuppoſed to be ? If it ſhould be ſaid that we ought ; 
yet-at. leaſt it cannot be fafely done, till-ir be made ap- . . 
pear, that all the weak are of-one ſide. For in our preſent 
Caſe, if there ſhould be as many, as doubtleſsthere are, 

that would be offended to ſee: the manner of our. a- 


(32) , 
lick Worſhip altered , as: there are; tor ſee it impoſed ,; 
then though the command of ' our - Superjors ſhould 
fignify nothing, weſhould yet be upon equal terms, on 
the account ot 'Scandai only; '8nd as much bound not 
to Separate, as they think they are to Separate, by their 
own Principle. Butin a word, no Scandal taken at an 
Indifferent thing,..can be ſo great as'the Sin; and Scan- 
dal both, of Confuſion and Diſorder, and Contempt of 
Authority.” *. bar * 330 n 

T here is another Exception near akin to this: Some 
have thought they muſt withdraw from -us, becauſe of 
our-mixt Communions, and that fome which they judg' 
unworthy Receivers, are admitted to the Lord's Table. 
This Objetion proves nothing but a/Supercilious Arro-i | 
gance, and a great want of Charity in thoſe that make 


'1t. What (care they may take in their new way of 
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Diſcipline, I cannot tell ; | but:.our Church has given 
the Miniſter a: Power, of rejetingthofe'thart ah-ocn' 
of any known-and ſcandalous Sin, | And. this is as much' 
as can be done ; the open! Sinner may be exctuded, but 
the cloſe 'Hypocrite will eſcape the narroweſt ſearch; 
that humane Induſtry can-make. But if any notorious 
evil-Livers ſhould+be:admitted through 'the 1gnoranee; 
inadyertency ,. or negligence: of 'the ' Miniſter ; ' their 
Unworthineſs cannot defile thoſe that. Communicate 
with them. -It- is generally thought that the Curſed 
Traytor: Fuda«/:did partake of 'the Holy Supper, whe 
it was-firſt- inftitted by -our Lord. God be:praiſed;Þ 
have--not heard, -that amongſt us, the abufes of this 
Ordinance, 'did ever ariſe. to; . that Degree that they 
were at among the Corinthians (;\ when at the: very 
time of:receivingy ove was Hunery; andianer ber: Drunken's 
and yet the Apoſtle does notGomniand them to:forfake 
the Communioncof that Churchy, where theſe Scandalous 
Enormities were: committed.” 1 Every! man is' charged 
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1 with we had not 166 thy" rttriples of the truth of 
this. For; beſides that, it 5 Fra ohh bat hat they 
make ail Ul ſe cholc Is the Sri 
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«nd other points in difletence, may be handled by others 
to better, advantage, and. to the: of :thoſs 
that atw-bt .convinced,-andrnto the; [ereles 
ment. of:x' /Peaze and Cater; alle Mem 
bers of: this divided/Churth. Gott! that-altout 
indeavours may tend'tlis:way ; 'that rhe Divine 
Goodneſs. may make. char Scodeſeſai *Ff! thefe 
ſhould-chance to fall intorthe- hands of any orie of thoſe 
a>.» Ao are from ws! 1 would intrear hum not 
to be ed at them ; but ts lovkcupon the Author, 
as a well-meaning Man, that was willng to throw a 
little Water —_ the common flame; 'that is like to 

confume'ns. 'T —————— 
bitterneſs of Min ſor ; — qa 
gen Lend ee 

guiſhing awa to perate Wou 
and Cnatloac. within her ay ps Such ſad 
and! Melancholy p——__ as theſe apprehenſions muſt 
needs ——_ ſearce: be vented in angry and 
provoking e;-\ But ſome' are ſo'tender of the 
Opinions the = alter up, that whether true 'or 
a they ln wp, ch what They 
are inpatient ofthe calmeſt ſition jand when 
you'vffer- to perſwade them; rliough itſhould 
- to: brotherly. —_ and Peace - a Pons 
ſuſpe& you for an Enemy, an t'you 
—_ to fon in atria to inſhare their Cock 
ſciences)! But'F- hope: this:'ſhorr Difcoutſe' will not be 
incountered by any ſucty Prejadice ; but that it may” be 
— with the fame- Impartalicy that it was writ- 


nOchidiks prefomprion;sl fall be! bold to exhort all 
thols thi now 'Dilſent ;-to 2 Brotherly 7/4io1 ; upon 
Auch motives and: yon as'the" Goſpel ſaggeſts, 
and make for the and - of the Proton 
Religion, 
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; oft: Animoſities;1and| Tanning: into oppoſite 
Parties .and: FaQtians,  does' mighitily; weaken ,-i-arid>by 
degtees almoft: unavbidably!:damw ian the Ruin'and Dil- 
ſolurion of any Community ,1whether -Civil or Sacred: 
Concotd and/Lnion:theretore, will ' be- as) Ineceffary' for 
the Preſervation. of the Church, as: of the State. - It 
has been known by tao fadan Experience, as well in 
ours: as\other Agts, 'what,a pernicious. Influence therin- 
teſtine:rBrois and, ——_— Chriftians have 
had. , /Fhey have, been, the umbling Block to 
Jews, /Turks, and Heathens ; Sed the-main hinderance 
of. theix Converſion 3: they bave: made ſome among iour 
ſelnes to: become Doubtful: and Scepricat} in-thetr” Reli- 
gien/;::they: have:led -others:into! many dangerous; Er- 
rours, that. ſhake the-very Foundations of our Faith ; 
and: fomeiithey. have tempted: to.caft off ithe: Natural 
= t hes ob of-the-Deity;-140d imbldened t0:jan 
Aneifroc 2 (13. 10 3: INE dre Dis 
n rem br ans. erent #a16s;;; which che 
unhappy & inthe; Church are want! to:-pro- 
duce ;: over: and above ther-panticular Unkindneſles/ _ 
Uncharitable-Feuds; which xhey.commonly: | 
-mong Chriſtians of: the-ſameiPer dnz11&s to kub- 
ſtantial and: weighty: atatters of}Belief: 7And:it were a 
thing very deſirable. in-all.reſpes,;that theſe ar Jeaft 
ſhould be all firmly United in the fame holy Commu- 
nion.,;'/Þhey oo, ew lameiAnidesof Faith, and 
hope to.mect utah fame Heaven]! dirough the: Merits 
of the ſame-Lordg ſhould notbe gfrajd:to-comennto the 
. fame Aſſemblies, and-join ſeriouſly it: ſending up the 
X ſame 
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fame. Prayers, and participating of the ſame Sacraments. 
: Bader ahe rence fri Precepts and other ſtrong'Ob-' 


ligations 'which we: have: unto: this z' our Saviour Died 19 11 52 
that 'he might gather together in One, the Childrew of God 
that were ſcattered abroad. And ſhould we not then con- 
tradict this.'end of: his Death, :if we ſhould ſer 'thoſe at 
| Strife and. Variance which he intended to 2/ite 2 Nay, 
might we not be ſaid, in ſome ſort, to Crucifie the Son 

of God afreſh ; if we ſhould: Mangle and' Divide any 
ſound and: healthful part: of that Body of which he 
owns himſelf to: be. the: Head? If indeed our Church 
did require..us to make profeſſion. of. any'talſe and erro- 
neous Opinions; 'i& tt (the external Order-and Worſtup 
we were; mjained'to do any thingcontrary- to any'Di- 
vine Command ; we; are bound in ſuch Inſtances to' 
withdraw from her : But if her Do&rine be highly ap-' * 
proved by. moſt of our Difſenting Brethren; and her Diſ- 
cipline and Seryice-ſuch, as is not any 'way inconſiſtent 
with any Law of God ; then we are indiſpenfably in- 
gaged to join,in Communion: with her. . For, as has 
been intimated; ſeveral-times, and it. cannot /be inculca- 
ted. too ofien;:;'Nothing but;the Unlawfulneſs.of Com- 
municating !can; make a Separation Lawful,' : 

But if it be reſolved that: the Church of Exg/aud mult 
be. forſaken, - notwithſtanding "that neither her Do- 
crine: . nax;: Diſcipline; can; be juſtly :condemned ; 41t 
would., yet: eopyenigent-to bethink-.onr ſelves, what 
might: be -the,,meſt adviſable to. be done! after we had 
left .it.; Whether we ſhould ſet up another way of Ad- | 
miniſtration in the room; of it: Or whether every.one | 
ſhould have the; Liberty ob fellaprigreliatorbich.che 
fancied the beſt. .,if we are:for|the ſetring'up another 


_ Wayif3/|it, maſh, be cirher Presbytery,- or. [ndependency : 
For, if there: ſhould be any-other new Forms of Govern- 
ment, they.are-not yet of Reputation enough to be put 
| in 
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in Competition with theſe twq great Pretenders to Di 
vine Right. And: Presbytery, Ach had onee the faireſt 
hopes of eſtabliſhing it ſelf, is now grown weak-and ift- 
conſiderable in compariſon of what it was ; and thoſe 
few which would ſtill be thought of that Perſwaſion,are 
manifeſtly departed from their own Principles, and are 
tain to ſupport themſelves by Gathered Aſſemblies , 
' which they were not wont to allow. Hrdeperdexcy 
therefore ſeems at this time to be the prevailing way ; 
but their manner of Gathering Members, and- Aſſocia- 
ting themſelves into particular Congregations , their 
haly Band, ſpecial Agreement, -or Covenant, Which they 
make eflential to the Conſtituting of a Church , | are 
things which have not the leaſt foundation in the holy 
Scriptures ; neither were they ever Countenanced by 
the praQtice of any Orthodox Chriſtians in former Ages. 
But put the caſe we ſhould admit of either of theſe 
Forms of Diſcipline and\/ Government, we-ſhould be as 
far, if not farther from being ited than we are now. 
For they have both been known to have been very ri- 
gorous Impoſers, wherever they have had the Power 
of Commanding ; and as they hiave ſometimes becm , 
ſo they would ſoon again become-more odigus to the 
ſeveral Subdiviſions of Diſſenters than Fpiſcopacy it ſelf. 
And this being a thing ſo ecafily foreſeen, we are not 
now urged with the neceſſity” of ſetring up either of 
theſe. The great expedient that has been propoſed of 
late, is to: indulge a Liberty of chooſing what Church, 
and what way of ' Worfhip any man pleaſes ; that is, 
to grant a publick 7oleration of divers Religions. But 
this, thouglvit might gratifie the-preſenthumorof forme 
part of the Nation, and ferve fome mens Occafions bet- 
ter than any Eſtabliſhment, would be quickly diſliked 
by moſt of thoſe that now contend fo ——_ for it. 
For there muſt needs bea conſtant Emulation a 


Strug- 
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ling 
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ling betwixt the ſeveral 7olerated Parties, which would 

ir agar wo gooey Nanterdor in Perk, nfhed 
them to grow rous 4 
#ny Hopes of ſucceeding, they would preſently ima- 
pine it very necelfary 'tv impoſe their own Diſcipline 
upon all the reſt ; and this probably might ſoon put an 
end to the ſo much defired and magnified way of 7ole- 
ration. Or if we could ſuppoſe them contented to al- 
low the fame Freedom to others which they injoyed 
themſelves, yet it could not poſſibly be avoided, but 
that this Indulgence muſt ſtrangely multiply oar,Divi- 
fions ; while fome Members oft their Separate Chur- 
ches would take Offence, and withdraw", and make 
choice of a new Paſtor, and incorporate themſelves in- 
to another 'new Church, and that afrer a while, upon 
the like Pretences, might be ſplit into another , and 
another, and fo on without any ſtop: And then this 
would certainly ſet open rhe Gate to a Flood of Here- 
icy, and fuch monſtrous and extravagant Opinions, as 
muſt be confeſſed; by the moſt Preju cd Diſſeater, to 
be of far more $ conſequence to the cauſe of 
Religion than that ober and prus Litzrgy, and thoſe 
few indifferent 'Rites whith are now injoine. This 
the expefience of the Late Times found to be true. The 
Church'of Em7lard wis'no” fooner overthrown , but 
fome of thoſe that had been the moſt forward and bu- 
ſie to pull her down, when they ſaw how ſuddenly the 
fwarms of other Se&aties intreafed upon them, were 
forced to acknowledpe that the Conſtitution which they 
Had deſtroyed, was a great check and reſtraint to thoſe 
Errors,which grew Bold and Licencious under the Liber- 
LA had procured. The Biſhops then, who juſt be- 

re had been the edtmmon Theme of Popular Obloguy, 
tid fomegopd Words unwillingty'dropt upon them, and 
heir Diligence and Suctels in Tuppreſſing Abſurd, He- 


retical, 


retical,: and, many times , + ANGER Doctrines; .was 
aloys Jams jy unrs hpi pats derd, «os 
which t t rendered, as 

Was roſlible, by all the arts of,; on that c 

be; uſed, was. ke as upon rial to ; 2 "har more | 
firable, by ſome of its greateſt Enemies, than that A- 
narchy and Confufion they had contended for with, ſo 
much. Violence, 

But if we cannot be made ſufficiently Apprehenſive 
of the FAG Efletts, that will almoſt Naturally follow 
upon a Publick 7oleration ; yet methinks we ſhould 
now be a little Suſpitious of it, ſince we know. it is the 
main Engine the Papi/ts have.been working with theſe 
many. years, If there be, no. Remed my but- that; our 
Chyrch muſt fall, 'let us not. throw 4t. down. our ſelves, 
by methods of their Preſcribirig ; let us not a&t as if we 
were Faſt ao the Deſigns of the Conclave ; and 
proceed ju Owe Were Epſery py, the STS of 
the ennra rg nfallble od x arte 
look ſo like/Tools/ in te fo Sf Arey ip 
we ſuffer our Ges fo. ed by. thoſe meaſures 
which they had taken, and ralk and do as they would 
have us; asif we werg. immediatel : Anais PL 
For. we cannof be ignorant t Ipterefigs; FEED. '8 2 
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'make, to find out ,one thing in the whole Conſtitution. 
which they could poſitively affirm to be Forbidden ; 
and till that, can be made appear, we muſt ſtill fay that 
it cannot be Unlawful. It the _—_— of ſome In- 


different things be thought a ſufficient ground for a 
Separation ; ( as it is now generally urged, ſince the 
proof of their Unlawfulneſs is deſpaired of ) then we 
muſt have Separated from the Apoſtolical Churches, 
who had ſome ſuch Uſages, as the Holy Kiſs, and 0- 
thers, whoſe Indifferency is acknowledged by their being 
wholly diſuſed : We muſt have Separated from the firit 
Churches that ſucceeded them, which had all ſome In- 
dificrent things injoined : We mult Separate at this 
time from all the Reformed Churches in the World ; 
for there is none of theſe which does not require the 
uſe of ſuch things, as we ſhould judge cauſe enough to 
depart from them : Nay, when we have once Separa- 
ted from the Church of Exg/and upon this account, we 
muſt then Separate from one another, and every man 
muſt be a Church by himſelf ; for it is impoſſible that 
any Society, whether meerly Humane, or Chriſtian, 
ſhould ſubſiſt, without the orderly determination of 
ſome Indifferent things. And ſure we can never hope 
to maintain our. Separation upon ſuch a Principle, as 
would not only part us from all the Churches that are, 
or cver were, and tear Chriſtendom into ten thouſand 
pieces ; but ſcarce leaves us ſo much as the Notion of 
a Church, and makes Chriſtian Communion abſolutely 
impracticable. Let us not give thoſe of Rome the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing that Church which has always oppoſed 
them with the greateſt Vigor, and been the conſtant 
mark of their Envy, quite Ruined, or extreamly Weak- 
ned, by a pernicious Miſtake, that would Divide and 
Divide us again, and again, and never make any end of 
Dividing. Let us ſhew at leaſt that well are we mn 
_ G n 
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ped unto Peace, by» coming as far as we can ; and if 
there ſhould be any thing that we may poſlibly ſuſpe&t 
to be Unlawful, Jet not this hinder us from joining in 
thoſe other holy Offices, in which we have-not any 
pretence of a Doubt. Let not our groundleſs Scrupling 
at a Ceremony, or two, fright us from the whole 
Worſhip of God, againſt which we have not any Ex- 
ceptions. . 

And for thoſe that eſteem our Communion in alt 
particulars utterly Unlawful,which I _ are but very 
few, and I know they have but very ſlight Arguments 
for the ſevere Judgment they paſs upon us ; if they 
will meer, let them do it in the moſt private manner 
that they can, without any vain Oftentation of their 
Numbers, which cannot be any Satisfa&tion to their 
Conſciences, but may make their Adherents over for- 
ward and bold, and tend to the creatingof Jealouſies 
in the Government. And while they -are upon theſe 
terms, they cannot reafonably expe any Connivance. 
They might ſooner hope for it from his Majeſties won- 
ted and often experienced Clemency ; when they ſhall 
make it appear that their Diſfent is modeſt and humble, 
and ſuch as has no other but a Religious Deſign in it : 
Than when they aſſume a high degree of Confidence, 
and think to extort Indulgencies by Clamors and Diſcon- 
tents, and reſolve to Aſſemble openly in Oppoſition to. 
a Royal Command ; as if it were a piece of Chriſtian 
Fortitude to outbrave Authority. Theſe are but ill 
Methods of courting the Favour of a Prince. But I 
hope for the future we ſhall all, upon all Occaſions, 
behave our felves as becomes good Subjects, and ſober 
Chriſtians, and make no Diſturbances neither on a Ci- 
vil nor Eccleſiaſtical account. 

Let it Pity us at laſt to ſee the Ghaſtly Wounds. 


that are ſtill renewed by the continuance of our Divi- 
ſions. 
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ſions. Let us have ſome Compaſſion on a Bleeding 
Church that is ready to Faint, and in eminent 

of being made a prey to her Enemies, by the unnatural | 
Heats and Animoſities of thoſe that ſhould Support and 
Defend her. Why ſhould we leave her thus Deſolate 
and Forlorn, when her preſent Exigencies require our 
moſt Cordial Aſſiſtance 2 If the condition of her Com» 
munion were ſuch as God's Laws did not allow, we 
might forſake her that had forſaken him. But fince 
this cannot be Objected againſt her ; ſince ſhe exats 
no Forbidden thing of us, Let us ſtrengthen her Hands 
by our unanimous Agreement ; and ſince we do not 
Condemn her Dottrine, let us not Deſpiſe her Wor- 
ſhip ; ſince the Subſtantials of Religion are the ſame, 
let not the Circumſtances of external Order and Diſci- 
pline be any longer an Occaſion of Difference amongft 
us. And ſo ſhall we bring Glory to God, a happy 
Peace to a Divided Church, a conſiderable Security to 
the Proteſtant Religion, and probably Defeat the ſubtle 
Practices of Rome, which now ſtands gaping after All ; 
and hopes by our Diſtra&ions to repair the loſſes ſhe 
has fuffered by. the Reformation. May the Wiſdom of 
Heaven make all Wicked Purpoſes unſucceſsful ; and 
the bleſſed Spirit of Love heal all our Breaches, and 
proſper the Charitable Endeavours of thoſe that follow 


after PEACE. Amen. 


FINIS. 


